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Introduction

In recent years, the important role that the physical
working environment plays in allowing for greater
creativity and effectiveness has started to be recognised.
Nowhere is this more evident than through an emerging
alternative work style called coworking, which is set to
have a profound effect on what we consider a workplace
to be.
Coworking spaces are shared workplaces that bring
together diverse groups of individuals and startup
companies. The social interaction that happens in these
spaces is key to their rise in popularity and the working
style that surrounds them. They are made up of people
who could potentially work in isolation, in a home office
or café, but who understand the huge value and power
of collaboration: from chance encounters, conversations
over coffee, eating lunch together or being connected
through events organised within the spaces or by the
hosts of their chosen space.
Coworking interiors are typically informal and have the
feel of a café or home environment, where individuals
or small companies can benefit from social interaction
within inspiring surroundings. These spaces are not just
designed for their users to have a desk for their laptop,
but also provide arenas in which artists, photographers,
fashion labels and designers can practise their crafts. They
often have a variety of different spatial configurations
for events, workshops and talks, all within open areas
where collaboration is encouraged.
Typically, users rent coworking spaces through a
monthly membership or through a ‘pay-as-you-go’
model. There are many motivations for the existence of
coworking spaces, from individuals who take on a lease
for a space and rent it to friends, to entrepreneurs who
see a profitable industry emerging. Big businesses are
also getting involved in a variety of ways, from investors
basing themselves in coworking centres to Google Campus
(featured in this book), which puts a different spin on
what coworking is about and who it is for.
As work becomes multilayered and the goal of
achieving work-life balance is ever-present, employees
will seek to have choices and attempt to work in flexible

ways. This will require a rich mix of workplace options
that includes your local or preferred coworking centre,
as well as your company’s office, the coffee shop or your
home office. Companies and freelancers will also benefit
from utilising the economic flexibility that coworking
centres provide, by allowing a type of elasticity that
traditional long-term leases do not offer.
Like any culture rising from the underground,
coworking comes with its own unique aesthetic and
form of expression. In the same way that street style
influences high fashion, trends within coworking will
come to influence larger corporations and mainstream
office workers.
This book aims to inspire those interested in this
exciting and fascinating new take on the workplace
by showcasing 30 of the hottest coworking spaces from
around the world. There is no unified style and look of
coworking, and these spaces have been selected to show
the diverse range of interpretations that are possible and
the inspiring interiors within them. It may even change
the way you think about your own workplace and how
you work.
Alice Davies & Kathryn Tollervey
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SND CYN

Our building is 125 years old. It was originally a lima
bean and grain processing warehouse and had been
well preserved, with most of the original woodwork and
interior structures intact. The fact that it is a historical
building definitely influenced the design. It gave us a great
starting point. There was so much character to begin
with; our challenge was to balance it with some modern
elements. The end result is a heady mix of vintage
industrial elements and mid-century modern style.
Every item has been chosen very carefully and has its
own story. We call our conference room ‘The Champ’, and
there are some really great pieces in there, such as our
vintage Eames rocker chair with a leather bikini. I looked
all over for that exact design and finally found it in Europe.
The coffee table is a vintage piece from a biscuit factory
on the East Coast. The hanging lights are a bespoke design
that I had made for the space. They’re draped around the
beams and boards and accentuate the ceiling beautifully.
I love the ball made of railway spikes welded together.
The train tracks run behind our office and we found the
old spikes in our backyard. Then a friend welded them
together. It’s truly one of a kind. I found the black vintage
pendant lights on a British website and had them sent
over. They come from a factory in the Czech Republic.
I wanted to surround myself with work by designers
and creatives whom I admire; we have some iconic pieces
of designer furniture. I made some of the art myself and

Opposite: Bespoke hanging lights.

some of it was made by other designers. I have an incredible
signed Bob Dylan print by Milton Glaser, as well as record
covers designed by Saul Bass and framed book covers by
Paul Rand.
The uniqueness of the space definitely attracts
creative people. We have several photographers and
video production groups here, along with web designers
and developers and a PR company. It’s a good mix.
Everyone is excited to be here.
The building is on the National Register of Historic
Places, so most of the original features are actually
protected by law, which means we couldn’t change
them even if we wanted to – which we don’t. There is a
giant grain sieve in the centre of the space that is really
amazing. You can climb up a ladder and down into it –
if you’re brave.
Ty Mattson, Founder
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