
You’re invited ... 

The Castle of Kings

        
on a special journey through time! Take a trip with Ben and Mia into the past  
and the present to see 12 of the greatest structures ever built – and find out what  
makes them so special!  
At the bottom of each illustration, you’ll find questions and interesting facts about  
the building shown above. You’ll also find people and objects that appear somewhere 
in the big picture... and it’s your job to locate them! The travel guide at the back of  
the book has even more information on the 12 famous buildings.   

 
These nosy little monkeys plan to escort  
you on your journey. But be careful... they  
may just cause mayhem!

Is your suitcase packed? Then let’s go!

Enjoy your trip into the world of architecture

Susanne Rebscher and Annabelle von Sperber
 

                Ben and Mia travel to the Middle Ages.  
The Tower of London is one of the most famous castles in England. Each new monarch rode out from  
here to be crowned at the monastery church, Westminster Abbey. In 1485, the crown passed to  
Henry VII, who became the first king of the Tudor dynasty. He can be seen here with his wife, Elisabeth.



William the  
Conqueror became  
king of England in 1066, 
and he had a fortress 
known as ‘The Tower  
of London’ built on  
the Thames.

The kings 
 kept wild 
animals in the 
Tower. A lion 
has escaped 
from its cage!

English 
money used 
to be minted 
in the Tower. 
This man is 
holding up a 
new coin.

How many 
ravens can 
you count 
here?



The Iron Tower           Welcome to Paris! The Eiffel Tower was built by Gustave Eiffel for  
the 1889 world’s fair: the Exposition Universelle. It was supposed to be dismantled after the fair, but people admired  
it so much that it remained where it was. It’s now a landmark for Paris and all of France. When Ben and Mia travel  
to Paris in 1900 for the world’s fair, it is still the main attraction. 



Engineer Gustave Eiffel 
designed many buildings 
in iron, mostly bridges. 
He helped begin a new 
era in the world of archi-
tecture with his soaring 
iron tower.

These giant 
spotlights were 
invented and 
built specifically 
for the tower’s 
lighting.
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Over time, 
the tower was 
repainted  
quite often!  
Its original 
color was red.

The Ferris Wheel 
for the 1900  
world’s fair in Paris 
is 100 meters  
(328 feet) high.
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Underground Palaces             Ben and Mia visit an exhibition in the Moscow Metro.  
The Metro is one of the oldest subways in the world, having opened in 1935. The old Metro stations look as  
magnificent as the rooms of a palace. But bare this in mind – when the subway was built, construction workers  
had to toil in extremely difficult conditions, using only picks, shovels, and hand-drills to penetrate the earth. 



The first tools  
for tunneling  
subways were  
hand-drills, 
shovels, and  
picks.

Above ground, there 
are several churches 
that  appear to be 
one big structure!  
How many church 
towers can you  
spot?

Architect Alexey N. 
Dushkin designed 
several Metro  
stations in Moscow,  
including this one.

The Moscow  
Metro’s top  
priority is  
cleanliness!  
Can you find the 
cleaning lady?



Such a Huge Theater            Emperor Vespasian had ordered the building of a new 
amphi theater (or stadium), and it needed to be the largest in the Roman Empire. The Colosseum would go on to become 
the largest building of its kind anywhere. With its lifting platforms and pulley systems, stage sets could be changed  
and wild animals could enter at very short notice. Travel with Ben and Mia to the year 80 AD for the opening ceremony.



The Colosseum  
was completed  
under Emperor  
Titus, who  
celebrated its  
opening for  
100 days.

The  oval-shaped 
‘theater’ has four 
 stories and a vast 
under ground area 
called the hypogeum. 
The emperor sat in  
an official gallery.

A referee 
was always 
present  
when the 
gladiators 
fought.

Just as in  stadiums 
nowa days, 
 vendors would 
move about the 
stands and offer 
food and drink to 
the spectators.



The Forbidden City           The Emperor of China lived isolated from ordinary people  
in a ‘city within a city’. This ‘city’ at the heart of Beijing would go on to spawn tales that are still told today. Dragons  
are important characters in many of these stories! At the entrance gate to the city, ordinary people would encounter  
a sign reading ‘Entrance Forbidden!’. Today, however, the city is a museum, and you can visit it with Ben and Mia. 



Emperor Yongle  
established Beijing  
as his capital about 
600 years ago and 
started work on his 
imperial palace at  
the city’s center.

The dragon is 
a lucky charm 
for the emperor. 
The Forbidden 
City is teeming 
with dragon 
images.

Water spirits on the 
roofs were meant  
to protect  
the palace  
against fire.

Nomadic tribes 
and supposed 
‘demons’  
repeatedly  
attacked Yongle’s 
empire.



The Pyramids             The magical hot air balloon travels deep into the past! From their  
bird’s eye view, Ben and Mia can see all the people who have gathered from throughout the ancient Egyptian empire  
to help build the Pyramids of Giza. It was a great honor to create such magnificent buildings for the pharaohs! 
 



The architect 
 Hemiunu  designed 
this  impressive 
tomb for the 
 pharaoh Khafra.  
It’s one of the 
 pyramids of Giza.

Although it’s  
not really  
possible to get  
lost in a pyramid,  
there are many stories  
of hidden, secret  
burial chambers.

This fact will amaze 
you: workers on 
the pyramids used 
wooden sleds to 
pull the gigantic 
stones into place.

The scribe held an 
important position in 
ancient Egypt. He was 
the person to note  
down everything that 
took place. How many 
writers work here?


